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OrIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 


CASES IN PRACTICE. 


Some Observations on the Treatment of Ulcera- 
tion of the Os Uteri and its Sympathies; On 
the use of Iron in Obstetricy; Post-partum 
Uterine Hemorrhage; and Hydrops Pericardii. 


By Asem. Livezey, M.D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


I. I have witnessed the successful treat- 
ment of inflammation and ulceration of the os 
uteri, in my private practice, under the skilful 
management of a graduate student of mine, 
who was assisting me at the time, and into 
whose care I placed several females who had 
suffered very much, not only from divers afilic- 
tions, both real and imaginary, but from 
divers physicians as well,—both wasting their 
flesh and spending their substance; and grow- 
ing nothing the better, but rather the worse 
withal, till the burdens incident to a diseased 
body and much medicine became grievous to 
bear. 

Case Ist, was that of a married woman, xt. 
40, the mother of several children ; formerly 
a sufferer to an asthmetic affection; pale as to 
color of the face, lips and tongue; pulse soft, 
not full, and easily excited ; for years had 
complained of more or less distress of head, 
always a weakness of the chest, epigastric and 
left hypochondriac regions, as well as of the 
back ; and for two or three years past, was 
subject to repeated nervous attacks of palpita- 
tion, oppression, great distress of the head, 
weakness, sinking of the pulse and even faint- 
ing, or the lapsing into a state of prostration, 
during the continuance of which her articala- 
tion was whispering, ete. A thousand other 
complaints and symptoms of disease of every 


organ, too numerous to mention, was this 
poor woman afflicted with. 

Now the question is, in such unique cases, 
simply—whence the cause or seat of the dis- 
ease? Has it a local habitation and an un- 
mistakable name ? 

From observation, directed as above in the 
right direction, I have concluded that in such 
cases where the pathology and diagnosis are 
obscure, where there is a totality of derange- 
ment, so to speak, we had better direct our 
attention to the condition of the os uteri, and 
I am fally persuaded from what I have seen 
for the past twelve years, that theré we will 
generally find the seat of the difficulty. 

Upon introducing the speculum, in the above 
case, we found a large ulcer involving the 
anterior lip of the os, from which radiated a 
general inflammation, which caused the whole 
anterior aspect of the organ to present an 
enlarged, turgid, swollen appearance. The 
nitrate of silver was applied in substance, 
thoroughly to the diseased and inflamed part, 
twice a week, and the patient treated with 
laxatives and our favorite uferine tonic, ascle- 
pias tuberosa, aletris and valerian, conjoined 
with ferruginous salts, according to general 
indications, and she thus slowly, but surely 
recovered from the thousand and one ailments 
and nervous symptoms, and “bad spells,” 
which bad weighed her down mentally and 
physically, till there was, in her language, 
“ nothing worth living for,” These kinds of 
cases, are, alas, too numerous in every physi- 
cian’s practice, and are such as loudly call for 
relief—a relief only obtained by and through 
the use of the speculum, arg: nit., curpri sulph., 
zine chlorid., ete.* 





* Itis proper to note that when ulceration, congestion, 
ete., is not found to be present in these complaining 
women, we will invariably find, what Prof. Hopes so 
admirably desoribed in his “ Treatise on Diseases peculiar 
to Women,” an “irritable uterus,”—a subject and a work 
demanding the attention of the progressive physician, 
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II. In my various peripatetic wanderings 
among the medical colleges in Philadelphia, 
I have noticed a diversity of opinion existing 
among the corps of professors, as to the utility 
of iron, and the advantages obtained by its 
administration. Of these differences, it will 
be only advisable, as introductory to my case, 
to specify two : 

Prof. Meias, as his writings all show, has 
unbounded confidence in ferruginous prepara- 
tions, in all cases where there is atony of the 
endangium, or blood membrane; or in other 
words, where the blood globules are deficient, 
and the watery portions of the blood is in 
excess, and where tone is necessary to be im. 
parted to the whole system. 

The late Prof. J. K. Mircnenu. au contraire, 
though an occasional prescriber of iron at his 
clinics, more through force of custom (he 
said) than from real confidence in the article, 
yet declared it to be his.firm conviction that 
iron is of little value in medicine, and that he 
was not sensible of ever being able clearly to 
attribute any marked result to its use, at least 
if he excepted the scales of iron, (as they full 
at the blacksmith’s anvil) steeped in “hard 
cider,” and though good had undoubtedly 
been obtained from this preparation, yet it was 
never clear to his mind, whether, after all, 
the beneficial effects or results were not rather 
due to the cider than to the iron. 

But to the case in question: [ was called 
upon, on three several occasions, about a year 
apart, to attend Mrs. L. in confinement, which 
occurred in each case according to the usual 
mode of computation, from two to six weeks 
too early. The infants of these several deliv- 
eries were perfect in development, if we 
except a very flaccid state of the muscles, and 
a relaxed condition of the articulations. The 
first child, though evidently alive but a short 
time previous to delivery, was still born. 
The second, in a similar condition, survived 
but a few weeks. The third made a few 


gasps, followed by some faint moanings, and 
after the lapse of two hours, expired. 

The poor woman having now suffered the 
agonizing pangs of a third travail without the 
“fruit of her womb being blessed,” became 
quite disconsolate, and, like Rachel of old, 





she wept for those that were not, and would 
not be comforted ! 

At a subsequent visit, I expressed to her 
my honest conviction that she might be so 
benefitted by a proper course of medication 
during pregnancy, should she again become 
enceinte, as to go to full term and give birth to 
a healthy living offspring. She was not weak, 
for she performed the duties of her household 
without the aid of a domestic; her appetite 
and powers of digestion were, at times, some- 
what impaired, but seldom required any medi- 
cine to correct them. Her complexion was 
the worst feature in the case. In her face 
could be traced tints of color from that of a 
creole, to a bronze, deep yellowish-green and 
a pale dirty yellow. In fine she was just such 
a case as many physicians would say demanded 
a course of blue pill, with a depurative as 
sarsaparilla; compound tincture of aloes, occa- 
sionally, and the like. 

At the close of my examination and colloquy 
she observed that she had two sisters married, 
whom she considered much more weakly and 
diseased than herself, and yet they had living 
and, ordinarily, healthy children. 

I resolved to push the prescription of iron 
scales, as they fell from the smith’s anvil, 
steeped in “hard cider” from the beginning 
to the end of the next pregnancy, and did so. 
Her appetite increased, her digestion was 
faultless, her health and spirits improved, and 
a new hope dawned upon her, She took 
gallons of cider, rendered turbid or somewhat 
inky by the iron, and at the fall term of gesta- 
tion I was present at the delivery of a firm, 
full developed male child. He grew finely, 
and waxed so strong by the ninth month that 
he could walk; and by the fifth year he was 
remarkable for his tallness and strength, hav- 
ing borne the cognomen from birth of the 
“iron baby!” 

. More than three years elapsed before she 
gave birth to another child—puny and delicate, 
of lax tissue and relaxed condition generally; 
but he is still dragging out a sickly existence. 

Now a natural view of the case and rationale 
of treatment must be simply this: the “ en- 
dangium,” or blood making membrane, was 
incapable of discharging its function, being 
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flaccid and weakly; and consequently the 
blood, the pabulum of the foetus, was too poor 
in red globules to nourish it properly, and to 
enable it to grow to mature infant's estate; or 
why were the muscular tissue of the former 
infants of such loose, flabby consistence, and 
their articulations so relaxed? The condition 
of the blood, and consequently the blood 
membrane, was undoubtedly changed by the 
cider tincture of iron, and charged with more 
red globules and solid constituents, whereby 
it was the better fitted for the sustenance of a 
foetus after its attachment to the surface of 
the uterus. 

Again, why do we witness a similar state of 
things existing in the Jast child to that in the 
first three? Simply because, after a length- 
ened period of three years—and the prolonged 
suckling of the previous child—the blood- 
making membrane had become sickly, and the 
blood had again become deteriorated, simply 
for the want of a repetition of that medicine 
which would correct the one and improve the 
other. 


III. Though the life of the parturient 
female is held to be in considerable danger 
from convulsions during labor, yet I believe 
I am warranted in saying (if not from general 
statistics, at least from observation of the 
results of practice among my professional 
brethren in the country), that danger from 
that source is not so imminent, nor are so 
many lives sacrificed, during, as after the 
agony of travail, whence comes the danger of 
hemorrhage. The greater peril from this 
cause renders the duty of the accoucheur 
peculiarly and fearfully responsible—eclampsia 
being a source of anxiety during the parturient 
process, but hemorrhage, like an open flood- 
gate to death, is a terror to his mind, the 
moment accouchement is effected. And where- 
fore is this? Is it not because we have not 
the same confidence in the remedial measures 
relied upon in the one case, as we have in the 
other? In other words, is it not because the 
means employed to arrest the former are better 
understood and more promptly successful than 
those resorted to for the arrest of the latter? 
For the usual appliances employed to check 
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externally, or even internally, the application 
ot cold, position, ete., though all adjuvants, 
are yet oftimes either too slow in their action, 
or insufficient to avert the arrow of death 
that so often speeds its course in these cases, 
with winged rapidity. 

Years ago, when I had no other reliance 
but those mentioned, with acetate of lead and 
opium, post partum hemorrhage was always 
feared by me, from want of confidence in those 
agencies; but happily a few years later, I 
learned from a progressive medical friend the 
value of the oil of erigeron (fleabane)—a 
remedy which he had relied upon, ex- 
clusively, for many years with invariable 
success. Ever happy to avail myself of any 
new remedy, or new applications of old ones,— 
thus following the advice of Prof. J. K. 
Mitcnettr—I commenced testing its powers 
upon the first favorable opportunity. During 
the year 1854 several parturient females hav- 
ing died of hemorrhage, in the practice of 
neighboring physicians, a kind of horreur 
seized upon lying-in women, which combined 
seemingly with a hemorrhagic tendency, gave 
rise to many bad cases of this sort in my 
practice, some of which, I am persuaded, would 
have terminated fatally, had I possessed no 
other resources than the ordinary routine 
treatment. Cases in which the bedding was 
being fairly drenched by the profuseness of 
the hemorrhage were speedily relieved by five 
or ten drops of the oil of erigeron, dissolved in 
a teaspoonful of aleohol—nay, often arrested 
the discharge hefore the lapse of ten minutes, 
at which time I was accustomed to repeat the 
dose, if necessary. Thus, either post hoc vel 
propter hoc, have I witnessed the flooding 
promptly cease without recourse to other mea- 
sures. I hold that this medicine acts in con- 
densing uterine fibre, as does ergot, but being 
a volatile oil it is diffusible (in alcohol) and 
more prompt in its action. 

Twelve years ago I was called upon to at- 
tend Mrs. B. in labor with her twelfth child. 
I found her much depressed in mind, and 
expressing fears—grounded upon the fact that 
her sister had died in her twelfth confinement, 
from hemorrhage—that she should not sur- 





this outpouring of life—such as ergot, friction 





vive her present accouchement, as this evil 
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also had increased upon her from the first,— 
that her life had barely been saved in her last 
labor, by the persevering efforts of her attend- 
ant for two hours, etc. I encouraged her, 
and bade her dismiss all such fears, and as- 
sured her that such cases were now readily 
controllable. Accordingly, just as the vertex 
began to jut beneath the pubal arch, I gave 
her a few drops of the oil, and the moment 
the funus was severed, and the child passed 
from my hands, another dose was given. The 
placenta was soon delivered, and no unusual 
hemorrhage ensued. 

The same season, Mrs. R., in labor with 
her fourth child, was in like manner a prey 
to unusual anxiety, in reference to a safe de- 
livery, on account of the alarming hemorrhage 
which was wont to follow her confinements,— 
each subsequent one being ‘‘ worse and worse,” 
so that she had imbibed vague fears, (not 
unusual, however, in these cases,) that she 
would not survive this labor. I assured her, 
as if I possessed absolute control over this 
matter, that she need not give herself any 
uneasiness on that score, for she should not 
flood “ one jot or tittle” post-partum. I treat- 
ed her in the same manner as I did Mrs. B., 
and no hemorrhage ensued. 

Many cases might be cited similar to the 
above, but as (ab uno disce omnes) from 
one, we may learn all, I deem it unnescssary, 
and will conclude with the remark, that if all 
my cases have been post hoc results, I have 
been peculiar fortunate; and that, since I 
have been accustomed to have in my vest 
pocket a viol of the oil of erigeron at all 
times, this accident, incident to the parturient 
state, has lost all its terrors. 

IV. In the latter part of March, 186-, I 
was called to visit Judge H——’s wife, merely, 
as he said, to give her a little relief, if possi- 
ble, as she was rapidly sinking from an organic 
affection of the heart,—so pronounced by 
three physicians, who had been either in at- 
tendance, or called in consultation, during the 
preceding three morths, 

- She had been confined with her seventh 
child early in December ; and from the history 
of the case, I learned that she had been much 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





[Vor. XIX. 


troubled with cedema of the extremities, labia, 
etc.; her face had bloated some in the morn- 
ings, and her respiration toward the close of 
her term was somewhat embarrassed. In fine, 
I presumed she was a simple case of “anemia 
gravidarum ;” and after delivery, from neglect 
of proper treatment, or injudicious mapage- 
ment, it appears she did not recover her 
health, but continued in this anemic state, 
with a gradual increase of dyspnoea and drop- 
sical infiltration. 

I found her with a weak, fluttering pulse, 
of one hundred and thirty; face pallid, puffy, 
and of extreme anxiety; prolabia of an ashy 
paleness; respiration heaving, or gasping; 
orthopnea; had not assumed the recumbent 
position for several weeks; inferior extremi- 
ties below the knees much infiltrated; urine 
scanty and high-colored; bowels had a ten- 
dency to constipation; appetite very poor. 
Such being her general condition, she had 
been pronounced by several physicians, as be- 
foresaid, to be laboring under an incurable 
organic affection of the heart, with dropsy as 
as a sequence. 

I withheld my opinion, as the distinctness 
of the sounds of the cardiac action was inter- 
fered with, by the accumulation of serum in 
the pericardium; and commenced her treat- 
ment with moderate doses of podophyllin and 
bitartrate of potassa, repeated every three 
hours till free catharsis ensued, following it 
up with three doses of iodide of potassium, in 
a syrup of althea officinalis, etc. 

Copious watery discharges ensued the ad- 
ministration of the former, (which was re- 
peated twice a week,) and the renal secretion 
was largely augmented by the latter prescrip- 
tion. For the relief of some soreness and 
pain about the cardiae region, and to stimulate 
the absorbents, a blister of cerat. cantharid. 
was placed thereon, and repeated from time to 
time fora month. Attention was also paid to 
the cutaneous surface, generally, by baths, 
alkaline and whisky bathings, and spirits of 
turpentine to the chest in the intervals of 
blistering. 

Iodide of potassium was continued for a month 
or more, after a time variously combined with 
mur. tr. iron, quinine, tincture macrotys, col- 
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chicum, etc.; finally closing the treatment 
with bitter tincture of iron and comp. syr. of 
the phosphates. After the administration of 
the first medicines mentioned above, she could 
lie down and rest composedly; the dyspnea 
was speedily ameljorated, and gradually re- 
moved ; the dropsical effusion in the pericar- 
dium subsided rapidly; and the cardiac ac- 
tion, which had hitherto been indistinct or 
masked, could now be pronounced as normal, 
and the organ free ,from any mischief or 
change of structure. The limbs, also, were 
free from infiltration; the anxious appearance 


' of the countenance had given place to hope 


and health, and she again took pleasurable 
interest in the duties of her household, for 
the blessings of health were again being 
granted her. In a word, all her functions were 
restored to their natural, healthful play, in six 
or eight weeks from the first prescription. 

The reader will note nothing peculiar in 
the treatment of this case, and I have deemed 
it worth reporting only to show the import- 
ance of a careful and correct diagnosis,—that 
a functional may be mistaken for an organic 
disease, and that palliative measures should 
not be instituted, and the patient given up, 
when curative ones are within our reach, and 
give such hopeful promises of success, 

In conclusion, it is proper to add, that I 
was an entire stranger to the patient; and 
she, therefore, having never heard of any of my 
good works, I could not even have had the 
beneficial effects of mental influence to assist 
me, or co-operate in the medical treatment. 
All was due to medicine rationally prescribed. 
She had been treated with calomel, digitalis 
and squills; jalap and bitartrate of potassa, 
ete., with no avail, and I therefore went upon 
another tack. 


—_—_ 
i aid 


Glycerine. 


The solvent power of glycerine upon several 
substances commonly used in medicine and the 
arts, is as follows: One part of sulphur requires 
2000 parts of glycerine; iodine, 100 parts; red 
iodide of mercury, 340 parts; corrosive sublimate, 
14 parts ; sulphate of quinine, 48 parts ; tannin, 
6 parts; veratria, 96 parts; atropia, 50 parts; 
hydrochlorate of morphia, 19 parts; tartar eme- 
tic, 59 parts; iodide of sulphur, 60 parts ; iodide 
of potassium, 3 parts; sulphide of potassium, 10 
parts. 








INSTRUMENTAL DIAGNOSIS. 
By Pure S. Wares, M. D., 


Surgeon, U.8. Navy. 
(Continued from page 166.) 





III. \putuatmoscoric CHARACTERS OF THE 
8 DISEASES OF THE CHOROID. 





Diseases of the choroid have been, since 
the introduction of the ophthalmoscope, much 
more clearly elucidated. It is true, that pre- 
vious to this time, the pathology of some of 
its diseased alterations, not requiring the illu- 
minating and analyzing power of this instru- 
ment, had been made known, in a general 
manner, by the careful investigations of la- 
borious and painstaking observers, but even 
here, the complete history of these conditions 
in their initiation, culmination, and close, was 
yet wanting; links in the chain of morbid 
action were missing, and impossible of discov- 
ery by the resources then in the hands of phy- 
sicians. While all those interior alterations 
in the choroid, such as hemorrhages, plastic 
effusions, changes in the pigmental matter, 
etc., remained to them a sealed book during 
the life of the patient, and after his death, 
were revealed by the scalpel of the anatomist, 
only to serve as sugyestive of actual defects 
in science, and what a well grounded aid ra- 
tional therapeutics might have effected, with 
better means of diagnosis. 

In many instances diseases of the choroid 
were confounded with those of the retina, and 
vice versa ; and as a natural sequence, if alle- 
viation or cure wag obtained, it was by the 
merest accident, by a blundering therapeutics, 
as likely to do harm as to do good. 

The affections of the choroid, from its inti- 
mate connection with the other structures of 
the eye, are rarely met unmixed with analo- 
gous changes in them; originating, on the 
one hand, in certain cases, in the choroid, and 
spreading to other parts; while, on the other 
hand, sometimes they first begin in adjacent 
textures, and finally involve the choroid; so 
that in somewhat advanced stages of changes 
in this membrane, the morbid processes are 
never else than complicated. Yet with pro- 
per care and an intimate knowledge of the 
anatomy of the choroid, the ophthalmoscope 
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will almost always enable the observer to ana- 
lyzo the complex process, and correctly decide 
as to the nature, extent, and locality of each 
of its individual elements. 


nd 





1, Hypersemia of the Choroid. 


This disease, like most of the morbid pro- 
cesses encountered in the choroid, is insidious 
in its beginning, and slow in its progress. It 
may require many weeks, or even months, to 
advance sufficiently far as to preclude the pa 
tient the entire use of his eyes. Some per- 
sons will pursue their usual occupations, 
requiring the employment of the eye upon 
minute objects, without suffering more than a 
feeling of heaviness, or at least a slight pain 
in the organ. In other cases the pain will 
in a few days augment to that degree that the 
person cannot employ his eyes at all, mode- 
rately bright daylight even being sedulously 
kept out by shielding the eyes. This condi- 
tion would seem to suggest the implication of 
the retina, and the ophthalmoscope proves 
that such is the case. Vision is also disturbed 
by black specks floating before the eyes. 

The pain accompanying these cases is the 
result of increased intra-ocular pressure, and 
occurs especially in those instances in which 
the sclerotica is dense and unyielding. The 
choroid, being surcharged with blood, will of 
course exercise an internal pressure, and in- 
crease the ocular distension where the sclero- 
tica is unyielding. 

A. small number of the subconjunctival 
vessels may be traced sometimes, ruuning in 
the course of the recti muscles, and anasto- 
mosing anteriorly, from a dark-red circle three 
or four millimetres from the margin of the 
cornea. In severer degrees of congestion, the 
distended sinus venosus of the iris may be de- 
tected, forming a bluish ring just upon the 
margin of the sclerotica. The pressure of the 
choroid upon the crystalline lens, through the 
intervention of the vitreous humor, will dis 
place it forward against the iris, and thus 
diminish the antero posterior diameter of the 
anterior chamber. 

Should the sclerotica yield to the distend- 
ing force, as it sometimes does in old cases, 
the phenomena indicative of increased intra- 
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ocular pressure will be manifested. Its fibres 
yield generally at every point, but more par- 
ticularly at the spaces between the recti mus- 
cles where there is no reinforcement to the 
sclerotica by the expanding insertions of 
their tendons; here the sclerotica wil assume 
a bluish tint, and yielding still more, will 
finally permit the choroid to escape in small 
hernial protrusions beneath the conjunctiva. 

The ophthalmoscopic characters of cho- 
roidal hyperemia require careful attention 
that they may not be misinterpreted, The 
observer should have well fixed in his mind 
the different appearances of the natural fun- 
dus under the many conditions of pigmenta- 
tion, recollecting that no two cases are exactly 
alike in this respect. The fundus, in persons 
of light hair and blue eyes, will present a 
light yellowish-red tint, while that of individ- 
uals of black hair and eyes will reflect a darker 
red light, in consequence of the greater amount 
of black pigment scattered through the cho- 
roidal stroma. 

In hyperzemia, the dilated vessels of the 
corio-capillaris will be seen upon the margin 
of the optic disc, the congestion of the mem- 
brana vasculosa will give the fundus a deeper 
red color than natural, and these, together 
with enlargement of the retinal vessels, will 
complete the ophthalmoscopic picture of the 
disease, which, if not arrested, sooner or later, 
runs into choroiditis, the subject we shall next 
take up. 

2. Choroiditis. 

This disease is mostly met in a sub acute 
form, and complicated often with retinitis, 
but more frequently with iritis, cyclitis, and 
irido-cyclitis. There are, indeed, denotive 
circumstances also, that the sclerotica, cornea, 
and conjunctivitis participating, so that really 
to sum up all the pathological phenomena of 
a severe and long standing case of choroiditis 
under one word, none could be found more 
aecurately expressive than panophthalmitis. 

In its inception it will be marked by all the 
symptoms, subjective and objective, that we 
have already described in conjunction with cho- 
roidal hyperzemia, and as it progresses, others 
of a more serious character will be developed, 
which we shall now proceed to speak of. 
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The sub conjunctival vessels are more greatly 
distended than in the former case, the con- 
junctiva itself is often the seat of increased 
vascular action, which, in severe cases, even 
extends into the anterior layer of the cornea, 
originating an effusion beneath its conjunc- 
tiva, so as to increase its anterior convexity. 

The increased intra-ocular distension, in 
most eases, is more marked, as shown by 
the hardnees of the globe producing severe 
pain in the eye, which irradiates to the brows, 
temple, and forehead, and is especially severe 
at night. The vision, as long as the macula 
lutea remains free from disease, is often suffi- 
ciently acute to enable the patient to read 
even fine print; still later, however, it is se- 
riously impaired. 

The diseased action often seems to lull for a 
while, and then to resume its ravages with 


increased rapidity. The destruction of the 


organic integrity of the ocular tissues thus 
progresses, the choroidal pigment disappears at 
various points, exposing the sclerotica beneath, 
and the mocula lutea having undergone more 
or less change, finally yields to the distending 
force from within, producing either anterior 
or posterior staphyloma. 

The ophthaimosconic signs by which this 
disease is recognized are, hyperzemia, destruc- 
tion of the pigment, and exudative deposits 
in the stroma of the choroid. 

We have already considered the appear- 
ances produced by the congestion of the corio- 
capillaris and membrana vasculosa, which is 
the initiative stage of choroiditis, and need 
not, therefore, recapitulate them in this place. 


The alteration in the pigment is the result 
of retrogressive metamorphosis or atrophy of 
the choroid when the seat of long-continued 
chronic inflammation. It first begins usually 
to display itself in the neighborhood of the 
optic disc, the orange-red color produced by 
the mingling of the yellowish-red of the dis- 
tended blood vessels, and the darker tint of the 
pigment, becomes less and less marked until 
a decidedly yellowish spot is formed, which 
spreads peripherally, and interferes with vis- 
ion in proportion as the macula lutea is ap- 
proached. Patients complain of the letters 
upon a page running together, sometimes ver- 
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tically, at others horizontally; again, the letters 
appear and seem to present a convex surface. 
The vision continues to be progressively im- 
paired until the perception of small objects is 
altogether lost. 

As the. pigment thus disappears, the che- 
roidal vessels can be seen in defined outline, 
forming a regular meshed network. These 
also, in time, are blotted out by the advancing 
atrophy, and the roundish spots become almost 
white, depending upon the color of the scler- 
otica, now shining through what remains of 
the atrophied choroid covering it. The white 
background forms a surface over which the 
retinal arteries, apparently occupying a more 
posterior plane, can be traced. 

In some cases, the pigment, instead of un- 
dergoing maceration and destruction, seems 
to be scattered over the fundus in little heaps, 
giving ita spotted appearance, somewhat re- 
sembling in arrangement retinitis pigmentosa, 
but may be distinguished by the relation of 
these heaps to the vessels, the latter being in 
front of the pigment in choroidal deposits, 
and the reverse in retinal deposits. 

Besides this change in the pigment, there 
are also observed certain circumscribed spots 
scattered over the fundus, formed by the de- 
position of plastic matter into the stroma of 
the choroid, sometimes few in number, at 
others numerous. When the layer of exuda- 
tion poured out upon the inner surface of the 
retina is thin, it presents itself as a light gray- 
ish cloudiness, scarcely concealing the pig- 
ment-cells beneath. Thicker deposits are of 
a whiter color, sometimes approaching yellow, 
hiding both vessels and pigment beneath from 
view. 

These various changes of structure in a 
membrane so richly supplied with blood ves- 
sels as the choroid, could hardly be expected 
to take place without more or less hemorrhage. 
In many cases such is the fact; the blood ee- 
capes into the stroma or upon the surface of 
the choroid, and appears in the ophthalmo- 
scope as reddish patches, which, in course of 
time, as they gradually break up. induce ub- 
sorption, and leave light-colored spots or 
changes in the pigment. 

[To be continued.]}] 
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Medical Societies. 


HARFORD CO. (MD.) MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The regular meeting of this Society took place 
at the Society’s rooms, in Bel Air, on the 11th of 
August; the President, Dr. Hopxtns, in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, 
corrected and adopted. 

Dr. Forwoop read a paper on “ Morning Sick- 
ness,” which, on motion of Dr. Hays, was recom- 
mended for publication. 

Dr. Lee offered a petition to be presented to 
the President of the United States for the release 
of Dr. Mupp, a highly respected member of the 
profession of this State, who has been confined 
on a barren and unhealthy island known as the 
Dry Tortugas for a period of nearly three years, 
for the alleged but unproven complicity in the 
assassination of President Lincoln. The petition 
was unanimously adopted as expressive of the 
sense of the Society in the premises; and the 
Secretary was instructed to place it in the hands 
of our representative in Congress, the Hon. 
Srevenson Arcuer, for presentation to the Presi- 
dent at his earliest convenience. 

The regular discussions of the day were dis- 
pensed with, in order to pay due respect to the 
memory of a departed brother. 

Dr. Hays arose and announced the death of 
our fellow-member, Dr. Joun K. Sappineton, 
which occurred at his late residence, Blenheim, 
on Saturday morning, at 3 o’clock, August 8th, 
1868, in the 78th year of his age. 

In accordance with the proposition of Dr. Hays, 
the President appointed a committee of three, 
consisting of Drs. Forwoop, Hays and Virprn, to 
draft resolutions testimonial of the respect enter- 
tained by the members of this Society for the 
memory of the deceased. The committee re- 
ported the following : 

Whereas, InGod’s providence our distinguished 
and venerated brother and fellow, Dr. Joun K. 
Sappinoton, the first President of our Society, 
and the oldest medical practitioner in our county, 
has been taken from Time to Eternity, though 
full of years and ripe for the harvest, and full of 
honors and ready for the grave, yet the sorrow 
we feel for his death is as unfeigned as the loss 
we experience in his teachings is irreparable. 
Honor, nobility of soul, and rectitude of purpose 
marked the entire course of his life, and in pay- 
ing these last sad tributes of love and respect to 
his memory, we do more honor to ourselves than 
to him whose loss we so sadly deplore ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in testimony of the affliction 
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we experience, and the respect we owe the 
honored deceased, our Society do now adjourn, 





and that the members be requested to wear the . 


customary badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the President, including himself, to 
prepare a memoir of the professional life and 
services of the deceased, to be presented to the 
next regular meeting of this Society. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to 
present a copy of these resolutions to the family 
of the deceased, expressive, as they are designed 
to be, of our sincere condolence with them in the 
loss we so deeply feel. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
offered for publication to the newspapers of this 
county and of the city of Baltimore, and also to 
the Philadelphia Mepican anp Suroicat Re- 
PORTER. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
and Drs. Taos. C. Hopkins, Hays and Forwoop 


were appointed the committee to prepare the . 


memoir of the professional career of Dr. Sarrrne- 
Ton, after which the Society adjourned. 
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Curability of Consumption. 
Case or Presipent JEREMIAH Day. 


President Day, of Yale College, died in Aug. 
1867, at the very advanced age of 95 years. He 
was an instance of what care and judicious 
treatment can effect in a disease often considered 
necessarily fatal. We take some facts of his 
life and of the autopsy, from the Trans. of the 
Connecticut State Medical Society, reported by 
Professor S, G. Hupparp, M.D., of New Haven. 


Jeremian Day was born in Washington, Conn., 
August 2d, 1773; and during the war of Inde- 
pendence was old enough to appreciate the nature 
of the issue involved in that struggle, and well 
remembered having seen some of the principal 
actors in it. 

His infancy and boyhood were marked by in- 
dications of feeble vitality; and the prospect of 
his arriving at the maturity of manhood, never 
very flattering, sensibly diminished as he ap- 
proached that period. He entered the Freshman 
class in Yale College in 1789, but was soon 
obliged to leave college on account of a “ pulmo- 
nary difficulty,” which was, doubtless, the incip- 
ient stage of the organic disease of the lungs, 
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which subsequently developed itself. These 
symptoms were so far alleviated, that for two 
years he taught a school in Kent and Winches" 
ter, when he found his health so much improved 
that he returned to college, and was graduated 
in the class of 1795. 

The succeeding six years, a period of great 
feebleness, were spent partly in teaching at 
Greenfield for a year, as tutor in William’s Col- 
lege for two years, and as tutor in Yale College for 
three years, during which last period he studied 
Theology, and preached occasionally in vacant 
churches in the vicinity, until 1801, when he was 
elected Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy in the College. 

He was prevented, however, from entering 
upon his professional studies, by the occurrence 
of an alarming pulmonary hemorrhage, which 
happened after a Sabbath service at West [aven, 
where he had preached for Rev. Dr. Wit.tston. 
Other hemorrhages followed, by which he was 
greatly prostrated, losing large quantities of 
blood. According to the prevailing practice of 
that time, he was freely bled from the arm—“ the 
doctors taking,”’ as he remarked to me, “nearly 
all of the little remaining blood in his body.” 

In this condition of extreme exhaustion, at the 
age of twenty-eight, he abandoned temporarily 
the purpose of entering upon the duties of his 
professorship, and in September of that year, he 
made a voyage to Bermuda, to try the effect 
upon his health of a warm climate. While there, 
he was treated with tincture digitalis to the ex- 
tent of producing its cumulative effects, which 
were so profoundly sedative, that for a time his 
life was despaired of. Indeed so reduced and 
attenuated was he on leaving home, that none of 
his friends expected to see him again alive, and 
the published letters of Professor Kinostry and 
others of that period, lament him as already lost 
to science and the world.. He returned, how- 
ever, in the following April, but without having 
experienced any material benefit; so that he now 
gave up entirely all idea fulfilling his collegiate 
appointment; and bidding farewell to his asso- 
ciates, he retired to his home among the hills of 
Washington, to die. 

The hemorrhages continued, and were fol- 
lowed by venesections, until a Dr. Suetnon, of 
Litchfield, who enjoyed a wide reputation for 
“curing consumption,” chanced to see him, and 
casually remarked that he needed iron,”—and 
“he believed he could help him.” 

Although the patient was evidently in a hope- 
less decline, he was placed under the care of Dr. 
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observer, and in his knowledge of pathology and 
therapeutics, far in advance of his time. Under 
the use of preparations of iron with bark, and 
nutritious food, Mr. Day soon began to exhibit 
signs of returning strength and health; and in 
1803, although he seemed to his friends literally 
like one raised from the dead, he was so far 
restored to health, as to be inaugurated as pro- 
fessor. From this time all symptoms of pulmo- 
nary disease disappeared, and did not return. 

On opening the thorax, only a moderate quan- 
tity, perhaps a pint, of serum was found in both 
cavities,—the lungs were every where quite free 
from tuburcular deposit, and in all respects 
healthy. In the apex of each lung, however, was 
found a dense, corrugated circular cicatrix, an 
inch and a half or more in diameter,—also a 
third circular cicatrix, on the left side of the left 
lung, a few inches below the apex, each involv- 
ing such a depth of tissue, as to indicate that the 
vomicee of which they were the remains, had 
been large and of long duration. Both lungs 
were slightly adherent at the apex. 

Here then, was all that remained to mark the 
beginning, progress and cure of a case of tubur- 
cular consumption, occupying twelve years in its 
period of activity, and with its incipient stage, 
dating back more than three quarters of a cen- 
tury. <A legible record, surpassing in interest 
and importance to the human race, those of the 
slabs of Nineveh, or the Runic inscriptions. 





A Report on One Hundred Cases of Cataract, 
Operated on by the Linear Section in the 
Border of the Sclerotic, 


Dr. H. Knapp, Prof. of Ophthalmology in the 
the University of Heidelherg, (in the New York 
Medical Record, May 1, 1868), says: 


“T have already published, a year ago, in the 
xiii. vol. of the Arch. f. Ophth., the result of the 
first hundred cases of cataract upon which I 
operated after the method above mentioned, and 
expressed myself highly in favor of this opera- 
tion, which was devised principally by Prof. 
von Griire. Since that time I have had the 
opportunity of operating upon another hundred 
cases, the results of which have but confirmed 
my favorable opinion of the same method. I 
performed the section entirely within the scle- 
rotic border (limbus conjunctive), following 
rather exactly the direction of a greatest circle 
track. The length of the internal wound rarely 
exceeded 9mm. The radius of curvature of the 
inner surface of the sclerotic border may be as- 
sumed at 8 mm. in length. The very largest 
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mm., and a polar distance of 4mm. From these 
data the length of the inner wound in the scle- 
rotic border, affording easy passage to the largest 
cataracts, is calculated to be 9.47 mm., the area 
of the sclerotic circle belonging to it being 10.14 
mm. in length. When the angles of the wound 
of 9.5 mm. approach each other one-half nim., 
the wound itself forms an opening of 4 mm., at 
its greatest breadth. A wound of such dimen- 
sions, sufficient for the passage of the largest 
cataracts, can be made to gape either by depress- 
ing its posterior (sclerotic) lip, or by drawing 
both lips asunder. Under these conditions the 
cataract makes its exit without causing any con- 
tusion of the wound or losing its cortical layer. 

Von Griire has recently made an addition to 
this method, which consists in pressing gently 
with a spoon upon the cornea, in a direction 
from below upward toward the wound. In this 
manner the crystalline is carried before the in- 
strument through the opening in the sclerotic. 
I tested this manoeuvre as soon as it came to my 
knowledge, and found it to be a decided improve- 
ment on the previous mode of extraction. While 
pressing with the convex surface of the spoon on 
the cornea, I find it of advantage to depress the 
posterior lip of the wound toward the centre of 
the eye, and observe that by this proceeding the 
lens glides out easier and with less loss of corti- 
cal substance than when this is omitted, and the 
cataract itself left to open the wound by crowd- 
ing both lips apart. 

In the above-mentioned hundred cases the 
operation was quite normal, i. ¢., without any 
accident, in seventy-two; in eighteen there was 
an escape of a portion of vitreous humor, pre 
venting the complete removal of cortical sub- 
stance in six of these cases. This rather frequent 
loss of vitreous can be accounted for in my 
having intentionally, in many cases, performed 
the section very remote from the margin of the 
cornea. In ten cases of normal operation I did 
not succeed in cleaning the pupil from all corti- 
cal substance. Other accidents, as hemorrhage, 
iridodyalisis, etc., did not happen. 

Eighty-four cases healed without any disturb- 
ance. Pure, uncomplicated after-bleeding into 
the vitreous space occurred three times, but dis- 
appeared without having damaged the eye. Jritis 
manifested itself nine times, in one case compli- 
cated with purulent capsulitis, (proliferation of 
the intracapsular cells). All the cases of iritis 
healed well, having resulted in good sight at the 
period of the patients’ leaving the hospital, or 
affording excellent conditions for the operation 
of secondary cataract, 
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Transitory Turbidity of the vitreous (hyalitis 
diffusa), was observed twice. Two eyes were lost, 
the one by purulent iritis, the other by primary 
suppuration of the cornea, both cases having 
been operated upon without the least accident. 

The average duration of healing, (the patients 
sojourning in the hospital), was 17.8 days. 

The operation of artificial pupil, for the sake 
of converting an incomplete into a complete suc- 
cess, was indicated four times. I performed 
more frequently, about ten times, the early dis- 
cission (in the second or third week) of capsular 
opacities with one or two needles. This pro- 
ceeding, which I saw executed, in October, 1867, 
by Messrs. Bowman and Critcnert, in London, 
I found not only innocuous, but also advantage- 
ous for obtaining a clear pupil before the patient 
is dismissed. 

The age of the patients did not exert a noticea- 
ble influence on the healing process after this 
method of operating. 

The hyper-mature cataracts, seventeen in num- 
ber, presented the least favorable results. The 
operations upon five complicated cataracts, where 
good perception of light was preserved, and upon 
three diabetic cataracts, resulted in perfect suc- 
cess. 

Of seventy-two cases where the operation was 
a normal one, sixty-nine, 7. ¢., ninety-six per 
cent., had remained good sight at the period of 
the patients’ leaving the hospital. The ten cases 
in which portions of the cortical substance re- 
mained in the eye, but without simultaneous 
escape of vitreous, obtained good sight mostly at 
a later period. 

The examination of the acuteness of vision was 
always made at the time of the patients’ leaving 
the hospital, 7. ¢., when the healing and clearing 
up the eye was not yet terminated, but only as- 
sured. Later examinations revealed a power of 
vision essentially better; but as such were not 
to be obtained from all patients, and observations 
made under different conditions have no com- 
parative value, I prefer to announce the primary 
results of the operation, such as were noticed at 
the time of the dismissal. 

The hundred cases showed the following visual 
acuteness (S.), which was determined with Snzt- 
LEN’S test-types, at a distance of twenty feet, in 
a moderately illuminated room: 

In one case 8S. = 1-2 the normal; 7 8.—1-3; 31 
S.—1-4; 22 S.=1-5; 11 S.—16; 4 S.=1-7; 
9 S.=1-10; 1 S.=1-12; 28, 1-15; 28,=—1-20; 
4 §.=7-40; 1 S.—1-60; 2 S.—1-100, (viz, 
counting fingers at a distance of 2 feet); 2 S.=0, 
(blindness. ) 
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A general summary of these cases showed 
eighty-six perfect successes, (S, =1-2 to 1-10, viz., 
faculty of reading finest or ordinary print); 12 
imperfect successes, (S. 1-12 to 1-100, viz., read- 
ing larger types, and being able to walk about 
without assistance), and 2 failures. 

These being only primary results and a spon- 
taneous amelioration to be expected in all cases, 
(two imperfect successes, 8, — 1-15 and S. = 1-60, 
showed soon after S.—1-4 and S.—1-6), I may 
fairly assume that half of the remaining ten 
cases of imperfect success will turn out to be 
perfect, either spontaneously or by a subsequent 
operation. The statistics of the results obtained 
then offer the following percentage: Two failures, 
five imperfect, and ninety-three perfect successes. 





Encephaloid Testicle in the Abdominal Parietes, 

We find in the Massachusetts General Hospi- 
tal Reports, the following case, presenting sev- 
eral peculiarities. The encephaloid mass was 
removed by Dr. H. J. Bicetow. Case reported 
in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
March, 1868. 

Patient xt. 50. An undescended testis lay 
upon the abdominal parietes. Ilas worn a truss 
since fifteen years old, for a supposed hernia 
opposite the right internal inguinal ring. Till 
fifteen years ago, the tumor was no larger than a 
butternut, but since, its growth has been steady. 
At the time of operation, there was an oblong 
tumor fixed beneatn, but not adherent to the 
integument, extending from the spine of the 
pubes of the right side, obliquely upward and 
outward, to the lower margin of the ribs. It 
measured thirteen inches in its long, and ten in 
its short diameter. A trocar and canula were 
thrust into the tumor at two different places, but 
only a few drops of dark blood escaped. An in- 
cision thirteen inches long was then made through 
the integument over the tumor, parallel with its 
long diameter, and the opening enlarged by an 
incision in the inner flap three inches long, at 
right angles to the first, at its middle. About 
three ounces of clear fluid escaped from the 
lower part of the wound, supposed to come from 
the tunica vaginalis. The incisions were then 
carried through the muscles which covered its 
upper half, when the whole of the tumor was 
exposed. It was readily dissected by the fingers 
from the surrounding soft parts and ¢ransversalis 
fascia, till but two points of attachment remained, 
one a fibrous band extending from its lower and 
posterior part toward the spine of the pubes, the 
other, somewhat larger, extending from near its 
apex to the internal inguinal ring; the former 
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was probably the gubernaculum, and the latter 
the spermatic cord. Both were tied, and the 
tumor cut away, leaving a small portion of the 
diseased mass still attached outside the ligatuie 
abovt the cord, to prevent retraction. This a1- 
swered its purpose perfectly, till at the sugge:- 
tion of a bystander, it was partially removed, 
when the cord at once retracted. Immediately 
there formed a pulsating tumor inside the fascia 
transversalis, which in a short time burst off the 
ligature and poured out its blood with a large 
central jet into the wound. This, the enlarged 
spermatic artery. together with several smaller 
arteries, were tied. A large number of small 
vessels were tied during the operation, but there 
still being some oozing of blood, the wound wes 
left open to the air till it should cease, 





Gossypium as an Emmenagogue and Parturi- 
facient. 


Dr. Bettany, of Columbus, Ga., says of the 
common cotton-plant, gossypium: (Atlanta Med. 
and Surg. Journal) “I am fully satisfied, from 
the experiments and impartial tests I have given 
the remedy, that it is fully equal, if not superior 
to ergot in promoting the various functions of the 
uterine organs. I look upon it as asure, speedy, 
and safe remedy, not only for difficult, painful, 
contracted labors, but also to control all the irreg- 
ularities of females, and to alleviate their pecu- 
liar monthly sufferings. It is very certain that 
its effects are so powerful upon the uterine sys- 
tem as to produce miscarriage, if administered 
during pregnancy. 1 feel that its merits cannot 
be too highly extolled, and deem it too valuable 
a remedy to remain hidden in the depths of ob- 
scurity. I consider it preferable to ergot. ‘The 
proper time to gather the root is when it is as old 
as possible, without being injured by the severe 
frosts: therefore it is best when gathered during 
the months of October and November.” 





An Alleged Preservative against the Cattle 
Plague. 


Chloride of copper is now extensively used in 
Germany against the cattle plague, or rather as 
a preservative. The modus operandi is as fol- 
lows: 

Take green crystallized chloride of copper, 
eight gram., spirits of wine, two kilog., and 
dissolve. With this solution impregnate a pad 
of cotton, lay it on a plate, and set fire to it in 
the centre of the stable, turning the animals’ 
heads toward the flame, so as to make them 
breathe the fumes. This operation is performed 





morning and evening, burning one pad for every 
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three heads of cattle. At night, a spirit-lamp, 
filled with this solution, is lighted in the stable. 
To prevent accidents, the flame is surrounded 
with wire gauze. The liquid is also adminis- 
tered internally, with the addition of fifteen 
gram. of chloroform for the above quantity. A 
teaspoonful of this is put into the animal’s drink 
three times a day. Asa further precaution, the 
litters are watered with the same solution. 








Death from Chloroform Administered for the 
Amputation of a Finger. 


A death from the inhalation of chloroform has 
occurred at the Essex Lunatic Asylum, Warley. 
An inquest was held before C. C. Lewis, Esq., 
Coroner. The patient was a man, aged 28, whose 
finger had to be amputated from recent injury. 
The quantity administered was, it was stated, 
only a drachm; and the verdict of the jury, after 
hearing the medical evidence, was—“ That death 
resulted from convulsions; such convulsions re- 
sulting from fatty degeneration of the heart.” The 
stethoscope had disclosed no signs of this disease. 
The chloroform was administered on a handker- 
chief in three doses of twenty minims, and main- 
tained during the operation. The patient be- 
came violently convulsed, and the pulse ceased. 
There was tubercle at the base of the brain; the 
heart was soft and fatty; the liver heavy and 
soft.— Brit. Med. Jour. 


ee 
i ad 


Reviews and Book Notices. 








Conservative Surgery, in its General and Suc- 
cessful Adaptation in Cases of Severe Trau- 
matic Injury to the Limbs, with a Report of 
Cases. By Anpert G. Watter, M.D.  Pitts- 
burgh, 1867. 8vo., pp. 213. 

The portion of the domain of Surgery to which 
the author limits his remarks, is that where the 
soft tissues are lacerated and crushed and the 
bones fractured, but the main arterial and ner- 
vous trunks remain intact. In the treatment of 
such injuries he advocates a conservative method, 
which is in a great measure novel, and appears 
from the numerous cases given to be very suc- 
cessful. It is, that first of all free vent must be 
given by long and deep incisions for the escape 
of effused blood between the fascia, and that all 
attempts to bring the soft parts together, as is 
usually done by adhesive strips, firm bandages 
and stitches, be absolutely discarded. . Rest. 
should be obtained by placing the injured mem 
ber in a tin or sheet iron splint, the ends of the 
bones resected, if needs be, and the wound freely 
enlarged; or if no breach of surface exists, but 
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only bruising and swelling, a bold and deep in- 


cision should be made, dividing thoroughly the 


injured tissues. By this step free exit is given 
to the effused serum, blood and the products of 
inflammation; and with proper, general and 
local supporting measures vitality is aroused, 
and the limb placed under the most favorable 
circumstances, for preserving its life and func- 
tions. Warm poulticing the author claims as an 
jmportant adjunct, while cold applications, now 
so largely employed, he deems often of real and 
serious disadvantage. Injuries caused by cars, 
buffer accidents, and those produced by heavy 
machinery, ete., are especially the kind which 
by this method of treatment yield results more 
favorable than by any other hitherto reported. 

We do not remember to have read any advo- 
cate of this practice who carried out his views 
so consistently, and so far as we can see, success- 
fully, as Dr. Water. They are not entirely 
new, as some of the older surgeons acted also 
upon the same theories. Dr. Wa.Ter suggests 
that they might be applied to gun-shot wounds, 
not apparently being aware that in the early 
part of this century many military surgeons car- 
ried them into effect, and were accustomed to 
enlarge freely with the knife the wound caused 
by a ball. Later surgeons condemn this prac- 
tice decidedly, and we believe with justice. 
‘“‘It was once the rule,” says that high authority, 
Dr. F. Lirrver, (Behandlung der Schusswunden 
im Kriege, p. 15), “to enlarge the canal of the 
ball by the knife. This injurious operation, 
which fulfilled no indication, and opened the 
door to processes of disintegration, has fortu- 
nately fallen in great measure into disuse.” 

Dr. Water himself does not seem to have 
applied it in gun-shot wounds. The cases he 
gives are in civil surgery only. They extend 
over seventeen years, and what disturbs us a 
little, they are nearly, if not quite all, success- 
ful. We of course do not mean to question the 
accuracy of the reports. But we naturally ask, 
are all the cases reported in which the method 
was tried, or only the successful ones? 

This is the great difficulty in forming an 
opinion from statistics in private practice. No 
one, be he never so impartial, is quite capable of 
judging of a discovery of his own. It must be 
submitted to the test of hospital experience ere 
its true merits are made manifest. Nevertheless 
this monograph of Dr. Watrer is so rich in 
suggestions, and so evidently earnest in tone, 
that we think it peculiarly worthy the attention 
of the profession, as a very valuable and original 
contribution to surgical science. 
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4S Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


£37- To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 
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CERTIFICATES OF INSANITY—THE 
MERRITT CASE. 


Some of the newspapers, in their blind zeal 
to get hold of an item which they suppose 
will militate against a member of the medical 
profession, parade before their readers all the 
facts and incidents of such a dase as that of 
Mrs. MERRITT, in New Jersey. It is to them 
a bonne bouche, and as much is made of it as 
the seeming facts will allow. Mrs. Merarirr, 
the sister of an ex-Governor of New Jersey, 
and of a lawyer of standing in the State, was 
sent to the N. J. State Lunatic Asylum on 
the certificate of a physician, and the finding 
of a commission de lunatibus inquirendo, at 
the instance of her mother and all her imme- 
diate family, who are of the first standing in 
the community, as insane. The Superin- 
tendent, after about three weeks opportunity 
for observation, discharged her on a writ of 
habeas corpus as “not insane.”” Whether Dr. 
BurToLPH was justified in giving so unquali- 
fied a certificate on so brief an acquaintance 
with the case, in face of the testimony in favor 
of the insanity, remains to ‘be seen. If the 
parties who were instrumental in having her 
discharged have any confidence in their own 
case, they will undoubtedly bring it before 
the courts again on a suit for false imprison- 
ment, when it is possible the judgment of 
Dr. BurroLPH might be shown to have been 
too hastily formed, and the homilies founded 
on it that have been read by the immediate 
newspapers to the medical profession, and to 


relatives,” may be shown to have been some- 
what premature. It will generally be wise to 
be a little guarded, and leave an avenue for a 
safe, not to say a graceful, retreat, in giving 
judgmeni in cases of alleged insanity. 

We are by no means disposed to encourage 
recklessness in depriving persons of their 
liberty, and that, too, under what is looked 
upon by the public as so serious a criminal 
charge as insanity, yet we hold that both 
public and individual safety require that due 
precautions be taken in such cases. In the 
case in point, it was as much the duty of Dr. 
ZABRISKIE, if he was satisfied that Mre. 
MERRITT was insane, and in a condition to be 
benefited by treatment in a hospital specially 
devoted to that disease, to give a certificate to 
that effect, as it was Dr. BuTToLPn’s to dire 
charge the case, if after due investigation he 
was satisfied that it did not require such 
treatment. Dr. ZABRISKIE might be mis- 
taken in his judgment, and with all due 
deference to Dr. BuTTOLPH’s extended oppor- 
tunities for observation, we will say that he 
might commit a very grave error in pronounc- 
ing so positive an opinion on so brief an 
opportunity for observation. We say unhesi- 
tatingly that we are at a loss to accouat for 
his conduct. The newspapers do not hesitate 
to insinuate very broadly that the certificate 
of insanity was procured by bribery, thus 
making a point against the-medical profession, 
while it receives no credit for Dr. Burro.rn’s 
action, which is rather used to sustain the 
general charge that medical men are always 
ready to allow themselves to be made use of to 
promote the evil designs of those who desire to 
get rid of “disagreable relatives” by unjustly 
confining them in institutions for the insane. 
In this instance Dr. BurTo.rn seems to have 
arranged himself on the side of those who 
have of late been raising what we cannot but 
feel is a very unjust hue and cry against the 
medical profession, and it appears to us with- 
out sufficient ground. 

But, be the facts in the MeRrritT case what 
they may, it is not difficult to offset it with 
horrible details on the other side, where an 
insane person suffered to go unrestrained 
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telegraphic account of this case satisfies the 
newspapers. They have no room to moralize 
upon it, though such cases are constantly 
floating through their columns. Had, how- 
ever, some luckless wight of a doctor given a 
certificate of insanity in this West Virginia 
case, it is more than likely he would have 
been charged with being bribed to do so in 
order that a “ disagreeable relative” might be 
got rid of. The following is the case referred 


to: 

Morper By a Lunatic.—On Friday morning 
last (Aug. 14th,) the eldest son of Daniel 
McGlauchlin, Esq., of South Branch, in Romney, 
West Virginia, a young man of 23 or 24 years of 
age, laboring under violent, raging insanity, 
escaping from the vigilance of those who were 
guarding him at home, crossed the Potomac 
River to the neighboring plantation of Mrs. 
Myers, “‘ Beaver Bottom,” and executed the pur- 
pose he had been threatening some days befure— 
the murder of Mr. Presley N. Rector. Mr. Rector 
was probably above 70 years of age, and residing 
with Mrs, Myers (a near connection by marriage), 
superintendent of her farm, and a more inoffen- 
sive, kindly-regarded citizen was not to be found. 
He probably had not an enemy in the world. 
When McGlauchlin went upon the premises and 
began to call for Mr. Rector he was armed with 
a fence-stake of round green oak, pointed, about 
seven feet long—a weapon in the hands of a 
young, athletic man, well suited for the purpose 
he had in view. By a single blow the skull was 
crushed, and that was probably fatal; but sub- 
sequently the maniac returned and wreaked his 
malice upon the corpse by beating the head and 
face into a jelly! The lunatic afterward attempt- 
ed the life of his sister, was finally arrested, and 
has been lodged in the jail at Moorfield for safe 
keeping. ‘ 
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Notes and Comments. 





Editorial Comments, 

In No. 6 of our present volume, we appended 
a note to an article by Dr. H. L. Byrp, of Mary- 
land, in which we used some expressions, which, 
we regret to learn, have been considered by the 
writer as unjust to him, and calculated to fore- 
stall opinion on an important professional mat- 
ter. Such an intention, we desire to state, was 
. not in our minds, as we simply wished to direct 
the attention of both readers and writer to cer- 
tain objections which would occur to many on 
perusing the article, and which we did not think 
it out of place to suggest ourselves. We have 
usually allowed ourselves considerable freedom 
in our editorial comments, but we earnestly dis- 
claim any intention to prejudice readers, still 

less to be wanting in courtesy. 
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The New Hospital for the Insane in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The Commissioners appointed by the Legisla- 
ture to locate the new Hospital for the Insane in 
this State, have, after patiently examining vari- 
ous localities, selected a farm near Danville as 
the location, which is a very fine one, on the 
bank of the Susquehanna. The building, it is 
said, will be a magnificent structure. It will be 
1142 feet, or almost a quarter of a mile in length. 
Every room will be completely ventilated, and a 
view of the outside world will be afforded from 
every department. With the thorough knowledge 
gained by experience and study on the part of 
those who have charge of the business, the hos- 
pital will doubtless be one of the most competent 
structures of the kind that has yet been built in 
the State. Dr. Suunrz, of Harrisburg, a very 
competent person for the position, is the Super- 
intendent. 





Hygiene of Schools, 

In the Teacher’s National Convention recently 
held at Nashville, this important topic was 
brought prominently forward by Prof. Cuar.es 
A. Lez, M.D., of the Medical Department of the 
University of Buffalo. His remarks were lis- 
tened to with the greatest attention, and gave 
rise to an animated and, we doubt not, fruitful dis- 
cussion. The theme is one which we are glad to 
see is welcomed by teachers. 





Prevention of Premature Interments, 

Some people are all their lives haunted by a 
fear that they will be buried before they are 
dead—in some fit or trance. To prevent this, 
an ingenious Frenchman has invented a kind of 
coffin which must allay all such fears. The hu- 
morous Paris correspondent of the N. Y. Times 
describes it as follows: 

“ He calls his invention a ‘ Respiratory-Adver- 
tising Apparatus for Preventing Inhumations.’ 
You can see the mechanism of the thing from 
where you are. ‘You can breathe while notify- 
ing the outside world that you are resurrected.’ 
What naiveté! By this invention the buried in- 
dividual puts himself in communication with the 
living by means of a tube fixed over the mouth 
with a funnel-shaped mouth-piece, the other end 
projecting from the earth or stone above. ‘If 
the individual,’ to quote the prospectus, ‘ finds 
himself uneasy in his position (!) he has only to 
demand the attention of the guardians of the 
cemetery, which he can easily do, and his case 
will be attended to at once.’ 

“So that if this ingenious invention comes 
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into general use, the people who select the ceme- 
teries as a place of resort, must not be surprised 
hereafter, at hearing queer sounds from time to 
time proceeding from the earth around them. 
We can imagine a surprised promenader exclaim- 
ing to a guardian: ‘What! do you allow people 
to play the trombone here?’ and the guardian 
replying: ‘That’s no trombone. It’s the old fel- 
low of yesterday—down there—the seventh to 
the left—who demands a change of base!’ 

“The inventor thinks no man ought to be 
without one of his tubes. The charming man. 
Pretty soon he will pretend that children cry for 
them |” 





Medical College of Nashville. 

This institution has been engaged in a chan- 
cery suit, two faculties claiming the right to 
occupy its professorial chairs at the same time. 
We do not pretend to enter into the merits of the 
questions at issue, and only mention the results. 
A supersedeas has been granted by Judge Mi.u1- 
GAN in the Supreme Court, under date July 20th, 
and a writ served upon Drs. Paut F. Eve, Jen- 
nines, and Jones, nullifying an interlocutory 
order of the Chancery Court which granted these 
gentlemen the chairs in dispute. Dr. Wiiiam 
K. Bow ine is therefore Dean of the present 
Faculty, and comes out in a card announcing 
that ‘no process of law can interfere with the 
new Faculty during the coming course of lec- 
tures, or in the future at any time whatever. The 
Faculty are pledged to the public to deliver a 
more complete course of lectures during the 
coming session, than has heretofore been given 
in the Institution, no matter what may go out 
from this city adumbrating the contrary.” 





Directions for Bathing. 

The Royal Humane Society, acting, we believe, 
upon the advice of Drs. Curistian and SIEVEKING 
have issued a set of important directions to 
bathers, which are just now very seasonable, and 
have moreover a permanent value. Avoid bath- 
ing within two hours after a meal. Avoid bath- 
ing when exhausted by fatigue or from any other 
cause. Avoid bathing when the body is cooling 
after perspiration: but—bathe when the body is 
warm, provided no time is lost in getting into the 
water. Avoid chilling the body by sitting or 
standing naked on the banks or in boats after 
having been in the water. Avoid remaining too 
long in the water—leave the water immediately 
there is the slightest feeling of chilliness. Avoid 
bathing altogether in the open air if, after having 
been a short time in the water, there is a sense 
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of chilliness with numbness of hands and feet- 
The vigorous and strong may bathe early in the 
morning on an empty stomach. The young, and 
those that are weak, had better bathe three 
hours after a meal—the best time for such is from 
two to three hours after breakfast. Those who 
are subject to attacks of giddiness and faintness, 
and those who suffer from palpitation and other 
sense of discomfort at the heart, should not bathe 
without first consulting their medical adviser. 





The Atlanta Medical College Imbroglio. 

We have refrained from making any remarks 
about this complicated affair until we could get 
information from both sides, So far as we have 
received such it would appear that the College 
has taken a position adverse to the Georgia State 
Medical Society, and to the Trustees of the 
College. The Faculty seem desirous of escaping 
any restrictions which either of these bodies may 
impose upon them. It is extremely questionable 
whether such conduct can be commended. We 
understand that the topic is to be brought before 
the American Medical Association at its next 
meeting, when we hope it will receive a careful 
examination. Until then we would prefer not to 
discuss the matter at any length. 





Effect of Digitalis on the Mind. 

It is a popular opinion that digitalis acts in- 
juriously upon the memory, and that it hastens 
childishness in elderly persons. Undoubtedly it 
has a peculiar and specific influence on the mind, 
probably through its remarkable power over the 
circulatory system. It has recently been used in 
Germany with success in the treatment of hallu- 
cinations. Inthe Ally. Ztschr. fur Psychiatrie a 
case of a woman is reported, aged 38 years, who 
was constantly troubled with the appearance of 
devils and imps, brandishing flames and threaten- 
ing to strangle her. She was placed on digitalis 
(Dss., aque, Ziv., 3j. t. d.), and in two or three 
months was quite restored. 

The real effects of the drug on mental actien 
should be carefully studied. 





Gymnastics in Schools, 

There is even in this country a growing ten- 
dency just now to make of gymnastics in schools 
a fatiguing, tedious, and monotonous study, in- 
stead of their being an agreeable, diversified, and 
most invigorating recreation. The British Med. 
Journal invites attention to the recent memoir of 
Dr. GaLLarD on this subject, published in Eng- 
land. The following are his conclusions. He 
proposes to prescribe for young people the exer- 
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cises of the bar and the trapeze, and the mono- 
tonous use of “clubs” and dumb-bells; and to 
replace the factitious exercising in the gymnastic 
schoo] by free and natural exertion in such games 
as football, cricket, tennis, etc., in which the 
masters can take part with their pupils. Long 
walks may replace other fatiguing exercises ; 
and for boys the rifle drill may be introduced 
after the age of fourteen. Swimming and horse- 
riding are invaluable gymnastics; and depriva- 
tion of exercise should be banished from the list 
of punishments. 








The Academy of Medicine 
Of Cincinnati, in regular session, May 25, 1868, 
unanimously adopted the following resolutions, 
submitted by a special committee appointed to 
report upon “ procured abortions and criminal 
advertisements:” 
“1. Criminal abortions are fearfully frequent. 


‘¢2. That asa general rule, the crime is com- 
mitted by irregular practitioners of medicine, by 
certain female accoucheurs, and by apothecaries, 
who vend certain nostrums to correct suppressed 
menstruation. 

“‘3. That we believe that the advertisement of 
abortionists and abortion drugs encourages the 
practice of abortion, and is criminal, and, there- 
fore, the Academy of Medicine should earnestly 
protest against the admission by the press of 
such advertisements. 

“4, That the Academy appoint a standing 
committee to fortify, as much as possible, the 
Health Officer in Cincinnati in the prosecution of 
such offenders. 

“5, That it is the duty of all good citizens, and 
especially physicians, to discourage the circulation 
and patronage of the journals in which are pub- 
lished the advertisements of those who profess to 
produce abortion or prevent impregnation.” 





A New Method of Dressing Wounds. 


A new method of dressing wounds has recently 
been adopted in Belgium. A sheet of lead one- 
fiftieth of an inch thick is applied to the injured 
limb, and made by pressure to assume its shape. 
The lead is firmly secured by means of strips of 
adhesive plaster, and a current of fresh water is 
made to pass over the surface of the flesh once or 
twice a day. 





[Ra Readers of the Rerorter are invited to 
send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar 
publications, from all parts of the country, which 
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contain matters of interest to the profession. They 
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged 
under “* Communications received.’’ | 
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University Co.turar, } 
Oxford, Engiand, Aug. 7th, 1868. 


Eprtors or MepicaL AND SurGicaL Reporter: 

Having the honor, in connection with our cele- 
brated fellow townsman, and late President of 
American Medical Convention, Prof. Gross, For- 
pyce Barker, N. Y., and Samuget J. Jonzs, 
Chicago, to be a delegate to the British Medical 
Association from the American Medical Associa- 
tion, and feeling the necessity of a more thorough 
union of the members of our profession of Amer- 
ica with those of Great Britain, as so ably stated 
in a speech of Prof. 8S. D. Gross before this As- 
sociation, I have enclosed you the proceedings 
of this Association, hoping you will give pub- 
licity to as much as your space, time, and its 
importance will permit. 

This ancient city of a thousand years, with its 
classical grounds, university, and nineteen col- 
leges, has been the place of the thirty-sixth an- 
nual meeting of the British Medical Association. 
The time, place, President, Secretaries, and all 
its excellent arrangements, have made it one of 
the most successful, harmonious, and pleasant 
meetings this Association has probably ever had; 
or if second to any, only that one held at Dub- 
lin last year. 

The delegates were all cared for by the Asso- 
ciation, and quartered in the various houses of 
the Professors in the nineteen colleges, providing 
their names were obtained, as they so desired. 
There were in all about four hundred and fifty 
delegates, from all parts of England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, from America, France, and Ger- 
many, and a more earnest, intelligent, and fine 
body of physicians and surgeons it would be 
hard to find in any country or association. The 
Association had its general meetings and those 
of its sections; its reception-room in Town Hall, 
where a printed journal of the daily proceedings 
could be obtained, or the address of any mem- 
ber; its annual museum of all things new in the 
way of books, instruments, drawings, pathologi- 
cal preparations, etc., for the past year; its dia 
grams of microscopy, as shown by Prof. Bras, 
illustrating by anatomical and pathological pre 





aa, -—-. =e 6 


ele- 
t of 
‘OR- 
NES, 
lical 
cia- 
ugh 
mer- 
ated 
) As- 
ings 
pub- 
1 its 


h its 
. col- 
h an- 
tion. 
id all 
ne of 
asant 
had; 
Dub- 


Asso- 
ses of 
riding 
sired. 
d fifty 
eland, 
| Ger- 
d fine 
ild be 

The 
those 
| Hall, 
edings 
mem- 
in the 
hologi- 
‘ts dia- 
BEALE, 
ul pre 





Serr. 5, 1868.] 


~W7—“—_—~—wrorrTOornraT—ananT—eeeOeeeee ee ee 





parations, some of the results of his researches 

in histology. 

Meeting of the British Medical Association at 
Oxford, 

The thirty-sixth annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation was held at Oxford during the past week. 
On Tuesday a room in the Town Hall was opened 
for the reception of members on their arrival, 
where tickets, lists and prices of lodgings, and 
other information could be received. 

The “first general meeting” was held in the 
evening, in the hall of Christ Church—there was 
a very large attendance of members of the Asso- 
ciation, while a number of ladies graced the pro- 
ceedings by their presence. Professor Sroxes, 
the retiring President, took the chair. In an 
address delivered with much feeling, but in a 
calm and distinct voice, Professor Sroxes re- 
signed his office. 

Dr. Acianp, the new President, having taken 
up his position, proceeded to read his address. 

At the close of the address, Dr. Sisson rose 
announced that he had to propose a vote of 
thanks to Dr. Sroxes, for his valuable and faith- 
ful services during the past year, and that he be 
appointed Vice-President of the Association. 

Dr. James Pacer, in very cordial terms, se- 
conded the motion, saying that no one who knew 
Dr. Sroxes could help loving him. 

Professor Stoxes, in reply to the resolution— 
which was carried by acclamation, the meeting 
taking the presidential function of “ putting the 
motion”’ entirely out of the hands of the Presi- 
dent—said as long as he was spared the power, 
he would continue every effort to subserve the 
interests of the British Medical Association. 

The next business was the presentation of the 
Report of the Council, which was read by Mr. 
WititaMs. 

The Report of the Council stated that the 
number of members had increased to 3,627. It 
appeared that the Committee on State Medicine, 
appointed last year in Dublin, on the 22d of May, 
had an interview with the Duke of Marlborough 
and the Right Hon. Garnorne Harpy, at the 
Privy Council Office, when a memorial was pre- 
sented, drawn up by a joint committee, showing 
the necessity of a better administration of the 
laws relating to registration, medico-legal inqui- 
ties, and the improvement of the public health. 
The deputation, it appeared, was assured that 
the Government would give the subjects brought 
under their notice their best consideration. A 
deputation has this year been originated in con- 
nection with the Association, dealing for the 
first time specially with State Medicine. The 
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Committee will continue their efforts in bringing 
their views before Parliament. The rapid in- 
crease of the numbers of the Association, amount- 
ing to 1200 new members during the last eighteen 
months; the interest the subjects brought before 
the Association have awakened; the aftention 
given to the representations by the Government, 
afford evidence of the greatly and steadily de- 
veloping influence and vitality of the Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Barrows, of Brighton, moved, and Dr. 
JEAFFERSON seconded its adoption, which was 
unanimously carried, after some remarks by Mr. 
Sampson Gamgee, Dr. Gibson, Dr. Davey, Mr. 
Hadley, Dr. Bell, and others. 

Some stormy debates took place during the 
evening, and it was midnight before the business 
of the meeting was brought to a close. 





WEDNESDAY. 


This morning the business of the Conference 
began at eight o’clock, when the breakfast of the 
Association was given in the Clarendon Hotel. 
At 9.30, the new Council met in Convocation 
House, the proceedings at which were purely 
confined to minor details. At 10.30, a brilliant 
gathering assembled in the Sheldonian Theatre, 
for the purpose of witnessing the six honorary 
degress of D. C. L. being conferred upon the fol- 
lowing—Sir Charles Locock, Bart., M.D., F.R.S.,; 
the Rev. S. Haughton, M.D., F.R.S.; W. Withy 
Gull, M.D.; James Pagot, F.R.S.; John Simon, 
F.R.S.; James Syme, F.R.S. 

The second general meeting was held at 11 
o’clock, in the Divinity School. Dr. Actanp 
presided. There was a large attendance. 

The following gentlemen were then elected 
Honorary Members of the Association—Cam- 
bridge: Dr. Cookson, Professor Airey, Professor 
Stokes. Dublin: Provost of Trinity College, 
the Vice-Provost of Trinity College, and the 
Rev. Joseph Carson, D.D. Oxford: the Vice- 
Chancellor, the Dean of Christ Church, the War- 
den of New College, the Principal of St. Mary 
Hall, Sir Benjamin Brodie, Professor Phillips, 
Professor Clifton, Mr. E. Chapman, M.A., M. 
Duchenne de Boulogne, M. Marey. Paris: Pro- 
fessor Victor Carus. Leipsic: Professor Gross. 
United States: Mr. Edwin Chadwick, C.B. 

At the close of the meeting, Professor Rotuzs- 
ton, F.R.S., delivered a very long, a very valua- 
ble, and a very scientific address on “ Physiol- 
ogy,” which was listened to with marked atten- 
tion. 

At two o'clock, the “third general meeting” 
was held in the Divinity School, to hear a paper 
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by the Rev. Professor Havonton (of Dublin) on 
“‘Sources of Vital and Mechanical Force De- 
rived from Food, and its Influence on Medical 
Practice.’ There was again a large attendance 
of the members—the paper being one of the 
most attractive of the season. Dr. Acianp pre- 
sided. In moving a vote of thanks—a resolu- 
tion which was carried by acclamation and the 
waving of hats—to Professor Havucuron, the 
President said he had never listened to a paper 
which had given him individually greater sat- 
isfaction. The sectional meetings commenced 
work at a quarter to four. They are five in 
number, viz., medicine, physiology, surgery, 
midwifery, public medicine. 

The President’s Conversazione took place in 
the University Museum on Wednesday evening, 
which presented an unusuallly brilliant and ani- 
mated appearance, owing to the large numbers of 
gentlemen and ladies who assembled by invita- 
tion of Dr. AcLanp. One of the rooms was de- 
voted to an exhibition of pathological prepara- 
tions and drawings, and other objects of special 
interest to the members of the Association. The 
feature of the Conversazione was the microscopi- 
cal display, for which the company were indebted 
to Professor Bea ze, illustrative of the organs and 
tissues, and health and disease. Professor Cuir- 
ton exhibited instruments for physical research, 
and M. Marey discoursed in French on certain 
inventions of his own, measuring the motions of 
living bodies. 

THurspDAY. 

At nine o’clock, the annual meeting of the 
New Sydenham Society was held in Convocation 
House; Mr. Pacer in the chair. It was an- 
nounced that four works will be published in 
1869—the second volume of Troussgau, the se- 
cond of Lancergavx, a Biennial Retrospect for 
1867-8, and a sixth fasciculus of the Atlas of 
Skin Diseases. 

Many of the members of the Association visit- 
ed the Radcliffe Infirmary, it having been ar- 
ranged that the nitrous-oxide gas should be there 
administered by Dr. Jonn Murray and Mr. Cio- 
VER, a8 an anesthetic. 

At 10, A. M., the fourth general meeting was 
held in the Divinity School. 

Dr. Hucnes Bennett commenced the business 
by reading the report of the committee appointed 
to inquire into the Action of Mercury in the Se- 
cretion of Bile, Thirty-three experiments in all, 
on dogs, were made, under the superintendence 
chiefly of Dr. Rutherford, Dr. Gamgee, and Dr, 
Fraser, of Edinburgh. The main conclusion 
arrived at was this: that in moderate doses, mer- 
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cury, acting upon the constitution, has no influ- 
ence in increasing the secretion of bile; and 
that in large doses, the drug greatly diminishes 
it in dogs. Dr. Benner then proceeded to note 
the manner in which mercury acts on dogs. Dr. 
Rutnerrorp has worked out the fact that dogs 
seem to be affected by mercury exactly in a 
similar mode to man: they are salivated readily 
by it. And it is therefore believed that the 
results arrived at in dogs are most perfectly ap- 
plicable analogically to the illustration of the 
mode of action of mercury in man. 

The thanks of the meeeting were given to Dr. 
Bennett and his coadjutors, for the report and 
their laborious investigations. The propriety of 
granting funds for further research, or in liqui- 
dation of any expenses already incurred, was 
referred to the Council for consideration. The 
discussion of the report was deferred till the 
general meeting on the following day. 

Dr. Gipson presented the report of the Parlia- 
mentary Bills Committee, which was received 
and read, the Committee being reappointed. 

A letter from Dr. Rogers, the President of the 
Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association, asking 
for the support of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, was read. 

Mr. Harr moved, “That a committee be ap- 
pointed to confer with the Council of the Poor- 
law Medical Officers’ Association, and to coipe- 
rate with the latter in furthering Poor-law Med- 
ical Reform; the committee to consist of Dr. 
Sibson, Dr. Falconer, Mr. Newnham, Dr. Stewart, 
Mr. Lord, Mr. Fleischmann, Mr. Heckstall Smith, 
Mr. Neate, M.P., Dr. Heslop, Mr. Chadwick, C. 
B., and Mr. Hart. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The sections met again at 11, A. M., when a 
number of interesting papers were read; and 
the sixth general meeting in the Divinity School 
at 4, P. M., brought the proceedings of the So- 
ciety to a close for the present year. 

The Duke of Marlborough liberally threw open 
the magnificent gardens and grounds attached to 
Blenheim Palace, for the inspection of the mem- 
bers of the Congress, on Thursday and Friday. 
Numbers availed themselves of the privilege of 
inspecting that princely and well-appointed do- 
main. 

The meeting was brought to a close on Friday 
evening, and one of the last acts was a vote of 
thanks to the American delegation, headed by 
Prof. Gross, for its attendance and sympathy, 
and a resolution that this Association be author- 
ized to send delegates to represent it at the next 
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meeting of the American Medical Association 
to be held at New Orleans. 
H. Earnest Goopman, M. D. 
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News and Miscellany. 





The Cattle Disease. 

This plague still continues in Eastern markets, 
The consumption of beef in consequence has 
fallen off in some of the New York hotels about 
75 per cent., while the largely increased mor- 
tality from diseases of the intestinal tract, which 
the Reports of that city shows during the last 
few weeks, has been attributed by some—and we 
believe Dr. Harris, health officer of the city, is 
among the number,—to consumption of diseased 
flesh. 

There was a drove of thirty-three from Illinois 
shipped to Providence, R. I., which were exam- 
ined, and appeared quite healthy when invoiced. 
On their arrival some of them soon manifested 
signs of the disease. 

They were visited by Dr. Snow, the Superin- 
tendent of Health, who examined the living and 
some of the dead. The symptoms of those sick 
and the post-mortem appearances, corresponded 
almost precisely with those described by Prof. 
Gamaee, which we have previously referred to. 

At that time the account of the drove of thirty- 
three cattle stood as follows: Eleven had been 
killed and dressed, one had been killed because 
it was sick, six had died in the pasture, leaving 
fifteen still living. Of the living every one 
showed more or less symptoms of the disease; 
several were evidently in the last stages, and it 
seemed probable that all would die within a very 
short period. 

The origin of the disease, in this case, was 
evidently in Illinois. Though the cattle were 
apparently well when purchased, they had pre- 
cisely the same disease described in Illinois, and 
that is causing so great excitement there. There 
can be no doubt that the animals had the disease 
when they left Illinois. All of them were raised 
in that State, and the lot included none from 
Texas or other places. 

Those which died were rendered up for soap 
fat. This disposition of the bodies has been se- 
verely commented on by some of the daily papers. 
They say that it is but bringing the diseased 
flesh before the public in a different and hardly 
less noxious form. But this is hypercritical. 
The heat and subsequent action of the alkali 
must certainly destroy any prejudicial qualities 
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importance to know that none of this fat is used 
to manufacture glycerine, which is now exten- 
sively used as a vehicle. 





M. B. de Perthes. 

M. Boucner ve Pertues, whose claim to the 
honor of being the founder of the new science 
called archwo-geology is now universally admit- 
ted, died on August 3d, at Abbeville, at the ad- 
vanced age of 80. M. Boucner pe Crivecmur 
pE Pertues was the first to call the attention of 
the learned world to those remarkable relics of 
the earliest ages, the flint implements used by 
man before the discovery of metals. At first 
ridiculed as a visionary, then by slow degrees 
listened to with increasing interest, he at length 
succeded in proving to archeologists that there 
had been in Europe an age of stone; nay, he 
went further, and conquered the incredulity of 
geologists, by producing the first human jaw 
ever found in the undisturbed Alpine drift, show- 
ing thereby that man had been coeval with the 
extinct races of large carnivora that peopled 
Europe before the commencement of the present 
geological period. His valuable collection of 
flint implements now forms an important part of 
the Gallo-Roman Museum at. St. Germain. 





—— The examination of Dr. Cuas. P. Powers 
on a charge of causing the death of Mrs. Mary 
Abbie Bowen, by malpractice on the 5th instant, 
in his office at No. 8 Boylston St., Boston, re- 
sulted in his being committed for trial in default 
of $10,000 bail. 

—— The General Hospital for the Insane of 
Connecticut is progressing finely. Already one 
hundred male patients have been received, and 
the wards are nearly ready for females. 

——~—— 
NAVY NEWS. 

List of changes, ete., in the Medical Corps of 
the Navy, during the week ending August 29th, 
1868. 

Surgeon Jno. J. Gibson, and Past Assistant 
Surgeon J. B. Parker, detached from the U.S. 8. 
Desoto, and placed in waiting orders. 
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OBITUARY. 


John Hay, M.D. 


It is with deep regret and sorrow, that we are called 
upon to announce the death of our fellow-citizen, Dr. 
Joun Hay. 

He died at his residence, on Wednesday, the 26th inst., 
in the 43d year of hisage. Dr. Hay has been connected 
with the profession for twenty years, and his skill as a 
physician, joined with his genial disposition and kind- 
ness of heart, had won for him many warm and earnest 
admirers. His loss will be deeply felt in this community, 
both as a physician and as a friend. He leaves a wife and 











the fat originally possesses. It were of more 


five children to mourn his loss. 
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A meeting of the medical profession was held on Wed- 
nesday evening, the proceedings of which we give below. 


At a meeting of the members of the medical profession 
of York, Pa., held at the office of Dr. J. W. Kerr, on 
Wednesday evening, the 26th inst., Dr. Kerr was called 
to the chair. On motion of Dr. Roland, the following 
preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Wuereas, It has pleased Almighty God, in His wise 
Providence, to call from earth, our friend and associate, 
Dr. Joun Hay; therefore, 

Resolved, That this mournful event has deprived us of 
one whose honorable and generous character had won 
our esteem, and that while we mourn his loss, we bow in 
humble submission to the will of God. 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with his family 
and friends in their affliction. 

Resolved, That as a last tribute of respect to the mem- 
ory of our departed friend, we will attend his funeral in 
a body. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be published. 

Attest, W. 8. Ro.anp, Secretary. 

York, Pa., Aug. 29, 1868. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. R. W. B.. of Pa.—‘* What is the fee in the city for 
the operation for the radical cure of hydrocele?” The fee 
pao ar city and country, should be $25 for a well-to-do 
patient. 

Dr. W. H. B., of Pa.—We have made inquiries at the 
instroment makers about the kind of an apparatus you 
wish, but they do not knowof any. If you will send usa 
design, we can have one made for you, 


Dr. W. E. P., of O.—We have Mr. Kolbe to send you 
one of his illustrated catalogues of surgical and orthopa 
die instromente, containing the information you desire. 


Dr. W. B.G., of Ky.— 1s there an inetrument in the 
market for the treatment of stammering?” There are 
several, the best of which perhapsis that of Bares. At 
least it received honorable mention at the Paris Exposi- 
tion. It is patented, and we know nothing from obser- 
vation about it. It can, we believe, be obtained from 
Tieman & Co., N.Y. 


Dr A. B. M. C.. of Pa.—Dr. Brown-®équard’s work on 
Functional Nervous Diseases comes at 50 cents a number. 


Dre. B. & T,0f Ind.—A single copy of the January 
number of the fompendium will be sent you for $1.50, 

Dr. N. E. W. of Mise.—We can have the Reporter 
bound for you at 80 cents per volume, In reference to the 
cryptogamic origin of intermittent fever, you .will find 
an essay by Prof. Mitchell, publiched by J.B. Lippincott 
& Co., of thia city, and several articles by Prof. Saliabury 
in the Amer. Jour. of Med. Sci. Prof. 8. has not published 
any separate work on the subject, we believe. 

An Inquirer.—We wish to state to you, and to all, that 
the “ National Medica] Association ” isa band of “ Eelec- 
tics” and advertising travelling doctors. the “ Philadel- 
phia University of Medicine and Surgery ” an institution 
professing to teach “ Eclectic” (so-called) medicine, 
which name was chosen apparently in order to lead ner- 
sons to confound it with the University of Pennsylvania, 
while the “ University Journal of Medicine and Surgery’ 
is a little advertising sheet published by the professors of 
this self-styled university, to aid in bolstering it up, in 
order to gain some pence from poor students. We warn 
all regular physicians who respect their own reputations 
to avoid having anything to do with it. 

Dr, J. H. S., of O—T would be pleased to bear your 
opinion of a case of spermatorrhcea that. I have had un- 
der mv care for several months. He is a young man, 
aged 25 years, married about six months, was somewhat 
addicted to onanism during the past few years, but not 
excessively. He attributes his disease to a strain in lift- 
ing. Present condition—considerably emaciated, appe- 
™ 200d, digestion not very good, great deepondency, and 
t 





the most of those symptoms that usually attend cases of 
this kind, For some time before and after marriage, the 
emissions had measurably ceased, but recently they are 
becoming more frequent and exhausting. Has had but 
occasional intercourse since marriage, and when he has 
ad, the erections were generally imperfect and attended 





with considerable abe pow Any course of treatment 


that you may suggest will be thankfully received, as his 
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case has not been benefitted permanently by my best di- 
rected efforts. He has had tonics, the tincture and phos- 
phate of iron, cum quinine, the bromide of potassium and 
ammonium, and frequent use of the cold bath.” We 
would advise a complete change of air, diet, and mode of 
life, absolute continence, and full doses of the bromide 
in camphor water. The case seems an obstinate one. 

Dr. G. J. W—The auestion you ask about your case of 
fracture, whether it would not have been more danger- 
ous, cet, par., in the Eastern States, is one not easy to re- 
ply to. Undoubtedly, the dry and pure air of the western 
plateau is peculiarly beneficial to the wounded. But in 
the army we believe the statistics show little, if any dif- 
ference in the result of guushot wounds attributable to 
climate only. . 

Dr. S. H.S.. of Iowa.—There is no very recent work on 
Epidemics, Smith and Anstie are the best we know. We 
can furnish you with the hack numbers you want. We 
think that the treatment of ununited fractures by hypo- 
dermic injections of iodine around the bone (hardly hypo- 
dermic, are they ?) is a new idea, and shall be glad to have 
the particulars of your experiment when completed. 


Dr. J. L. H., of pe ye can news © Wiautneen’) Basal 
Syringe made to order from a cut or description, but we 
-_ find none on hand. A nozzle of Thudichum’s Nasal 
Douche can be had for about 50 cents. 

Dr. C. G. 8., of Pa—"“A youse man of good general 
health wishes to know whether anything can be done to 
prevent his turning entirely white. He has spots on his 
body, of two or three inches square, that are white, and 
growing larger. Smaller spots appear on his face and 
arms. No pain or uneasiness.” We have known at 
least one case similar to this—and in a lady too—where 
this threatened albinism was retarded for years by the 
judicious administration of nitrate of silver in small 
doses at intervals, and continued until a decided effect on 
the color of the skin was produced. Bathing in natural 
sulphur waters might be resorted to with some prospect 
of success. 
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Germantown, Pa. & 
NOW READY. 
THE ANATOMY & HISTOLOGY 


OF THE HUMAN EYE. 
BY A. METZ, M.D., 


Professor of Ophthalmology in Charity Hoepital 
Medical College, Cleveland, Ohio. 


This work, of nearly 200 octavo pages, is issued in the 
highest style of art, and is fully and beautifully illus- 


trated by 
75 NEW ENGRAVINGS, 
many of them from original drawings. 
The work is adapted to the requirements of the medi- 
cal student and the practising physician. 


PRICE $2.50. 
Sent by mail on receipt of the price. 


Orders received at the office of the MepicaL anp SvB- 
GIOAL Reporter, Philadelphia, Pa. 597—t.£. 


B. J. Leepom. 














